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Petcare

ERNY HARRISON

Every year people who are
planning their holidays agonize
about their pets. Is it better for
them to stay at home, being
looked after by friends or
neighbours? Would it be
advisable to take them to
kennels or catteries and if so,
how do we find out which one is
the best?

Generally it is believed that
cats are best left at home for a
short period, on condition that
carer and pussy know and trust
each other. Make sure that your
carer is indeed a very trustwor-
thy person who will look after
your pet on a regular basis, at
least once a day, and spend time
with your cat.

Unless you have a live-in
carer it would be safer to place
your dog in kennels. Dogs are
very protective of their environ-
ment and we have known a case
where the dog would not let the
neighbour in the house once the
owners had gone, although they
had known each other for years.

Dogs are also prone to go and
look for their owners and there
a too many cases where dogs
have got lost and were not found
again. If you have a cat which
is not used to dogs, find a ªcats
onlyº establishment or one
where dogs and cats are placed
in different areas and can't see
each other.

Make sure that you visit the
property during their official
opening hours, but don't make
an appointment. Do the kennels
smell fresh and look clean? Are
the dogs which are together in
one kennel from the same fam-
ily? Don't ever place your dog in
kennels that put dogs from dif-
ferent families together to make
a bit more money. Dogs are pack
animals and it is not unusual for
dogs to fight to become the pack
leader. Does the cattery have a
litter tray which is cleaned at

least once a day?
Ask about food. Can your pet

have the food it is used to? Do
you have to provide it? Can the
owners administer basic medi-
cal care, so that your Fido or
Mimi get the tablets they need
on a regular basis?

Expect responsible owners to
ask you a few questions as well.
Is your pet micro chipped or tat-
tooed? Are the vaccinations up
to date and do you have a pass-
port to prove it? Is there any-
thing about your pet's health or
behaviour they need to know?

Don't forget to ask one very
important question: Do the own-
ers have a Zoological Licence?
This is issued by the Departa-
mento de Sanidad Animal. It
sets out requirements for ken-
nel/cattery sizes, hygiene, feed-
ing, exercising etc. The kennels
are inspected twice a year, so
you can be assured that you are
dealing with caring, responsi-
ble owners.

Don't be lured by advertise-
ments offering to look after
your pet ªin my own homeº. It
is not to say that they are all
only out for the money, but it is
absolutely true that they have
no public liability, no fiscal li-
cence and are totally illegal and
if anything happens to your pet
whilst in their care you have no
redress.

LEFT BEHIND.DOGS IN KENNELS.

Home or away?
Ten Minutes with...

ANDREW FORBESMARBELLA

Marilyn Powell was a well
known face in the sixties with
frequent TV appearances. Her
first hit, Àll my Loving' has its
place in history as the first fe-
male cover of a Beatles record.
Marilyn's music is experiencing
a renaissance with the release of
a new album of her singles, `Mar-
ilyn Powell Singles 1964-1970'.
She hopes to perform on the
Costa del Sol later this year.

1'How did you get involved
with Britain's rapidly evol-

ving music scene of the 1960s?
I sang at a party at the age of 12
where the manager of Rolf Har-
ris©s backing band, the `Diga-
roos', was a guest. He asked me
to sing with his band and prom-
ised to put me on `the road to
stardom'! After doing many gigs
with Rolf and Joe Brown & the
Bruvvers, he subsequently ar-
ranged an audition for me at a
music publisher, Tin Pan Alley,
who introduced me to Bunny
Lewis, one of the top agencies
of the time who had such artists
as Craig Douglas, David Essex,
the `Caravelles', and the `Mud-
larks'. They signed me up and
groomed me for a launch into
the sixties world of pop.

2'How did your music change
to reflect the development

from the early 60s sound to the
progressive sound of the late 60s,
which was a politically dynamic
time? I was influenced by the
changes around me and my
move to CBS records gave me the
chance to work with producers

who were more into the progres-
sive sound. Tony Reeves of Jon
Hiseman©s Coliseum produced
many tracks including `Some-
thing to hold on to', which was
written by Gallagher and Lyle,
and shows a big change in style.
3'Have you experimented with
other genres?At the age of nine
and ten, I had a passion for opera.
However soul was always my big-
gest inspiration, so that was the
direction I took. Some of my later
tracks have ventured a little into
the area of country, but always
with a strong soul influence.

4'Now young stars are aggres-
sively managed by record

companies and management
firms. How did you cope, with
your TV appearances, live per-
formances etc?I had very strong
management with Bunny Lewis
and his wife, Janique Joelle.
Also, I had a great deal of sup-
port from my family and friends.
I believe that strong and disci-
plined management is very im-
portant, although at the time it
can seem tough.

5'Why do you think there was
such an explosion of music

and fashion talent during this pe-
riod? The sixties were a time of
great energy and creative expres-
sion. The Beatles and the other
groups gave the UK credibility
in the music business which had
previously been dominated by
the USA. This spilled out into the
fashion scene too, with the emer-
gence of Mary Quant and others.

6'Who were your greatest ar-
tistic influences and inspi-

ration? Dusty Springfield, Gla-

dys Knight, Barbra Streisand,
Aretha Franklin and Motown.

7'During your career, who has
been there for you as your

support?Bunny Lewis, Janique
Joelle, and my record producer,
manager and partner of many
years, Mike Cooper. My musical
director, Bruce Baxter, has also
been very important.

8'Why do you think that al-
most half a century on, the

sixties continue to be an inspira-
tion to artists?A completely new
style of music was invented in
the sixties and so many tracks
have stood the test of time.

9'What performing artists of
today do you respect and

enjoy? I love Alicia Keys, Amy
Winehouse, Anastasia, Paolo Nu-
tini and James Morrison. On the
Spanish scene, I really like Luz
Casals. In pop, Mika also is great,
and Michael Bubl is a real art-
ist. Some of my other favourite
music includes Stevie Wonder©s
albums, Dusty Springfield©s
`Dusty in Memphis''; Streisand©s
`Guilty' with Barry Gibb; Gla-
dys Knight; and the Beatle©s
`Long and Winding road'. I also
love Alexander O©Neal©s `Hear-
say' album and Michael Bolton©s
`Soul Provider'.

10'What are the latest deve-
lopments in your career?

I was approached recently by a
record company to release a
compilation album of my sixties
singles `Marilyn Powell Singles
1964-1970'. There has also been
a recent release of my `Some-
where in the Night' album which
I am very proud of.

«It was a magical era;
-many songs have
stood the test of time»

Marilyn Powell Singer


